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Advanced driving test passes

Congratulations

Associate




Observer

Dave Lymath



Elaine White

Tom Pignon



Archer Endrich

JANUARY MEETING - SAFETY CAMERA TALK

For our January meeting we welcomed Nick Blencowe and Mike Rose from the Wiltshire and Swindon Safety Camera Partnership. Firstly Nick explained that the cameras are placed for safety, are not there to make money, nor do they replace a patrolling officer.

 

The Partnership was formed in 2002 and for five years was under the Department for Transport (DfT) with specific criteria and funded by speeding and red light offences. In 2007 the DfT handed responsibility to local authorities in the form of a grant for road safety and now has more dedicated traffic specialists. Targets have been set to reduce the number of deaths and casualties on the road by 2010 and research has shown that safety cameras do play a part in reducing speed and casualties. Other factors are fatigue, inattention and driver time to react.

 

A short film was shown which gave examples of some images that had been taken by safety cameras which highlighted some bad driving.

 

The safety cameras are sited in Wiltshire and Swindon where there is a history of significant number of vehicles exceeding the set speed limit or collisions where death or serious injury had occurred. However public concern and information can also be taken into account. Whether fixed or mobile the site is clearly marked. 

 

The cameras are not the only solution in reducing road casualty statistics. The Partnership is involved in education as well and has given input to a National Road Safety DVD done by Arval Swindon based on real instances showing the involvement of the emergency services at the scene of an accident and preventative measures. The DVD was played and a few points were raised but the meeting definitely gave it the thumbs up.

 

Mike Rose gave an explanation of the equipment; it can take many years to get new equipment approved. There are different types of camera but all basically work on the same principle i.e. measures speed over distance. Other team members are involved in the process, the film is downloaded and a viewer/analyst checks each image taken, and everything is re-checked before the registered keeper of the vehicle is sent a letter. The person is also given a pin code which enables them to go online and view the evidence. Letters may even be sent abroad if it was a foreign car.

 

For those of you not at the meeting www.safetycameras-wiltshire-swindon.co.uk has

plenty of information.

 Marie Green
How long between "bottle" and "throttle"? 11 January 2008

Figures about the drink drive prosecutions over Christmas are due out shortly and are expected to show that the problem is still a significant one on our roads.

Results from the festive crackdown are sure to re-ignite the debate about whether the drink drive limit in the UK (35mg alcohol/100ml breath) is too high.

A staggering fifty percent of Britain's 32 million motorists have owned up to driving after having a drink, according to one survey last year. 

The advice from the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) is clear: if you're going to drive, don't drink. And if you're going to drink, don't drive. It's as simple as that.

"Just one" is often followed by another, especially if people are buying rounds of drinks. And a generous round-buyer may get you a large wine or a double measure of spirits without you realising it.

 A well-meaning gesture, but it could put 

you over the limit. And it's not just a "festive thing" - the DfT advertising campaign regularly targets summer drink drivers. 

Your ability to drive can be affected by even a modest amount of alcohol at any time of year. Even if you are actually within the limit, alcohol still affects your judgement. 

Why not volunteer to be the (non-drinking) designated driver for the night? You'll save money and you'll be popular with everyone else you're giving a lift home to.

You may think that after a long sleep and a large mug of coffee you'll be all right to get behind the wheel, bright and early the next morning. That may not be the case: there could be sufficient alcohol still be in your system and it could be many more hours before you're within the legal limit.

Remember to leave at least twelve hours between the "bottle" and the "throttle".

One eyed monsters 18 January 2008

Dark afternoons and wintry nights have seen the reappearance of the "one eyed monster" - vehicles with only one headlight operating.

It's not just commercial vehicles that suffer from this problem, though they do seem to suffer more than private cars -  perhaps because they have more than one driver and nobody takes responsibility for checking the overall condition of the vehicle, or simply they are in use more.

Having a headlight out is dangerous in two ways: not only can the driver of the vehicle not see properly in an unlit road with only half the usual light available, but the defective headlight means that other road users will have difficulty spotting the vehicle properly (or in some cases, knowing even what it is).

In a rear mirror, the "one eyed monster" might be mistaken for a motorbike.  And at an urban "pinch point", where you are trying to negotiate parked vehicles, it is difficult to gauge the width of the oncoming car with one headlight not working, increasing the possibility of a low speed "scrape".

Where speed picks up, a misjudged overtake is more likely to result in a more serious collision if you cannot see the overtaking vehicle early enough, because it has no headlight on one side - especially if the offside (right) headlight is the one that does not work.  

Defective headlights are not the only problem of course:  lights not functioning properly at the back of a vehicle raise different problems.

A brake light not working will make a rear end shunt more likely as the driver following takes longer to realise that the car ahead is stopping.

It is an offence to drive a vehicle with defective lighting.  And the lighting section of the MoT covers all exterior lamps required by the vehicle lighting regulations.

Nine times out of ten, defective lighting is simply a matter of replacing a blown bulb.

Yet checking your bulbs are still OK takes only a moment.  In slow moving traffic, you can see if you have both headlights working by studying your reflection off the car in front. 

And if when you park, you are by a window (reversing onto a drive, perhaps) you can use your mirrors to check that the brake light and red tail lights are all working properly.  If in doubt, have somebody watch as you test them.

Catalogue of items held by Melksham and District Group of

Advanced Motorists Library 

Books

Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists Scrapbook

Buses, Trolleys and Trams 

Complete Encyclopaedia of Vintage Cars

Driving Abroad

Driving - Essential Skills

Fast Lady: My Life in Motor Sport 

Fatal Error: Recommended 
Illustrated Directory of Classic Cars: Kindly donated by Mrs Elaine White 

Illustrated History of Automobiles

Mind Driving: Recommended

More of the World’s Stupidest Signs

Motor Car Mascots and Badges

Murray Walker - The Last Word

Police Cars  

Roadsense – with Video: Kindly donated by Mr Don Jones

Signspotting

Tankful of Motoring Jokes

The AA – History, Badges and Memorabilia

Williams – Business of Grand Prix Racing: Kindly donated by Mr Rhys Wilkins

World’s Stupidest Laws

World’s Stupidest Signs

Worst Cars Ever Sold

Videos

Advanced Driver Training - Trainers Video

Police Driver’s course on Advanced Driving

Roadsense – with Book: Kindly donated by Mr Don Jones
Photocopy and CD

Severn River Cross PLC: Kindly donated by Mr Jim Clune 

DVD

20th Anniversary of Honda: Kindly donated by Honda of the UK Manufacturing Ltd

Groundbreaking Cars

Nostalgic Look at Classic Sports Cars

If an item is on loan, and you wish to consult it, ask if it can be reserved for you.

If you wish to donate or recommend items for the Library, please contact Pat Ham

Skid Pan at Castle Combe

We have provisionally booked all 12 places at the skidpan for Sunday 20th April, 13.45hrs for 14.00 hrs. start. This is for members and associates, but if there are not enough interested we will consider taking relatives or friends. If you wish to participate please give your name and telephone number to Elaine White on 01225 782038 before end February.


Tours/Visits

JAGUAR CARS: FACTORY TOUR

Location Castle Bromwich B35 7RA

Visitors see the build process (except paint shop) for XK, XJ or XS model. 

This has been arranged for 13.00 hrs on Thursday 17th April

There are still places left; if you would like to go please contact Marie Green


Which is your number plate preference?

A RO5E KR




POO5 WEE

Peugeot number plate seen in Bradford on Avon    OR
Landrover number plate seen in 

Makes you think of much better weather!


Chippenham


Kennel owner or farmer?



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL - REMINDER

If you have not yet paid this year's subscription of £12, please send it as soon as possible to the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, using the form below.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Melksham & District Group of Advanced Motorists
Group No. 1198 Registered Charity No. 1055930

Return to:               Mr J M Doggart


                  31 Redhill Close


                  Derry Hill
               

     Calne


                 Wilts  SN11 9NY

I wish to renew my membership of the Melksham & District Group of Advanced Motorists

and either 

a) enclose a cheque for £12 payable to “Melksham & District Group of Advanced 


Motorists” or 

b) have forwarded a standing order instruction to my bank.  *

I declare that I am a paid-up member of the IAM, 

IAM Membership No. ………………………………….

Signature……………………………….                    Date. …………………………………

Name ……………………………………………………….(Block capitals please)

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………Post Code ………………………….

Phone No. ………………………… Email ………………………………………………..


* Please delete as applicable.







NOTICE BOARD – ONGOING








Observers  We are short of Observers so if you think you would like to be one and/or would like more information please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses. If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events e.g. Skid Pan course, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers. If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator.





Refresher Drives WHEN DID YOUR PASS YOUR TEST? If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers. This is not a pass or fail test, it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch. If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer.




















           February 2008


























NEW GROUP TELEPHONE CONTACT  FOR ALL ENQUIRIES





07780 743555








www.m-a-m.org.uk


or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: e-mail: chairman@m-a-m.org.uk


Secretary: Peter Gillam: e-mail: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: e-mail: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Membership Secretary: Mike Doggart: e-mail: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor:  Brian Horton: e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Nick Atkins:  e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Treasurer: Patrick Suther: e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Events Coordinator: Marie Green: email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Associates Coordinator: Mike Doggart: e-mail:  membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk





If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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www.m-a-m.org.uk


Registered Charity No: 1055930
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WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held at the Riverside Club, Melksham unless otherwise advised, and start at 19.30 hrs.


There is a cover charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.








February 21st 	“InterRoute Area 2 – working with the Highways Agency” 


a presentation by Stephen Osbourne-Brown, Communications Manager


			(cancelled from November).





March 20th	Ordnance Survey – Terry Grey, surveyor





April 17th	THERE WILL BE NO EVENING MEETING due to visit to Jaguar.


























Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor. They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement. The articles are published in good faith. Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  











URGENT - Committee News – volunteers still wanted





Secretary, & Newsletter Editor. We now have a volunteer for Treasurer (thank you) but still lack a new Secretary, and Newsletter Editor who will be required on, or before, the AGM in May 2008. If you have the slightest interest in taking over these posts please contact Peter Gillam, or Brian Horton respectively. Volunteering now will have the added benefit of allowing a handover period.
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