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Young male drivers "most likely to be uninsured and unlicensed" says report

Potentially lethal unlicensed drivers tend to be younger and male, driving up to a staggering 3.7 million hours a month according to a report published this week in the latest edition of Advanced Driving, the IAM members’ magazine.

Neil Greig, IAM Motoring Trust Director, said that a new ten point plan is needed to prepare young people to drive safely on their own or with passengers after their test. “We don’t want to demonise young drivers, but research shows that uninsured drivers are typically young males living in urban areas – 60 per cent of those convicted of uninsured driving are under 25, and half are under 20,” said Mr Greig, writing in the newly revamped IAM magazine. “These drivers have a high risk of crashing and there is a perception among their peers that they can ‘get away with it’. Young people must be convinced that the only way to drive is fully licensed and insured. The majority of safe younger drivers should have their efforts supported. They should know that the police and justice system targets the reckless minority that break the law,” said Mr Greig.

Mr Greig said that identifying the reckless young driver is key – there should be a better system to require them to go on a rectification course even for minor offences. “Despite successes in reducing the number of deaths and injuries on Britain’s roads, younger drivers are not getting any safer,” said Mr Greig.

The report Young Drivers: Where and when they are unsafe says that the combined effects of age and driving experience result in fewer crashes. “We know novice drivers, particularly those under 20, are most at risk in the early weeks after they pass their driving test,” said Mr Greig.

The IAM propose a ten point plan for young drivers which will improve road safety for road users of all ages.

1. Understanding the greatest risk

2. Focus on rural roads

3. Start at school

4. Parental involvement

5. Low premiums for low risk learners

6. Identify the reckless

7 .Target police enforcement

8. Continual improvement

9. Make roads safer

10. Incentivise driver aids
Unusual Number Plates

Thanks to Pete for these unusual number plates
V8 DUK 
Faster than the MALLARD? 
 
DOD6Y 
Actually seen on a PORSCHE 911!!
 
FLU5H 
Plumber's car? 
 
F15FRE 
Cheap fishmonger? or a chippie? 
Keep seasonal excess off the roads says IAM

The IAM welcomes today’s Government Christmas campaign launch. The police launch high-profile drink-drive campaigns at this time of year when unwary drivers enjoying seasonal pleasures can be tempted to drive after a few drinks.

IAM Director of Policy and Research, Neil Greig, said: “The vast majority of drivers believe drinking and driving is socially unacceptable and potentially lethal. But in the run-up to Christmas, daily routines change, sometimes unexpectedly. Extra social occasions with friends, family and colleagues can place those who would not normally drink and drive in tricky situations, such as what to do after the office Christmas party. But it is crucial to decide firmly at the outset either not to drink or to leave the car where it is – even if that is the train station car park.

“The wrong decision will bring instant justice, as the police can haul you into court the next day for a fine and a year’s driving ban and, if you cause a fatal or serious accident, a prison sentence of up to 14 years can apply. Then there are the less formal penalties, such as the inconvenience of being car-less, the possibility of losing your job and the social stigma of a criminal record. When you eventually get back behind the wheel, you will face years of sky-high insurance costs.” 

Remember:

· Even one drink can reduce your determination not to drive at parties, drinks measures will be more generous than those served in pubs 

· You face being breathalysed if you are involved in a road accident - even if it is not your fault 

· Drinking heavily the night before can put you over the legal limit the morning after 

· As you make your way home without the car, remember that a high proportion of road accidents involve pedestrians who have been drinking. Don’t attempt to walk home drunk along rural roads or attempt to cross busy roads you only know as a driver 

· If you are driving, don’t drink; and always refuse a lift from someone you know has been drinking
Helpful Signs…


Thanks again to Pete for these pictures: I’m not sure how useful these signs are though!!
Motorcyclists dying needlessly says IAM report
One in six motorcyclist deaths could result from hitting a crash barrier, and in such collisions a rider is 15 times more likely to be killed than a car occupant, according to new research released today by the IAM.

'Barriers to change: designing safe roads for motorcyclists' examines why crash barriers are life savers for car drivers but can kill vulnerable motorcyclists. Its findings are particularly critical of crash barrier support posts that can cause injuries five times more severe than in an average motorcycle crash.

IAM Director for research and policy, Neil Greig, said: "Although riders should take responsibility for their own safety, our road authorities must now 'Think Bike' and design crash barriers that give riders protection against the aggressive features that cause devastating injuries.

"France has retro-fitted lower rails to prevent riders hitting support posts at the most vulnerable sites on its road network, leading to rates of return of around 400 per cent. If it can be done in France it must now be done in the UK." 

The research panel which produced the report in conjunction with the IAM and the European Road Assessment Programme (EuroRAP) is calling for new guidance on the design and use of 'motorcycle friendly' barriers.

EuroRAP's European Programme Director, Dr Joanne Hill says: "It wouldn't be possible to install 'motorcycle friendly barriers' across a nation's roads overnight. However the new report shows how some countries are already assessing roads by systematic action to ensure that barriers are made safe for motorcyclists in areas of highest risk. The commitment by
governments across Europe is needed to fund these high return safety programmes."


If Women Controlled the World…

Thanks to Helen for these images. Apologies to our female members, but they came from a female and I’m sure they do not apply to you anyway!


IAM Driving Tips

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR KIDS START TO DRIVE
New drivers, particularly the under 20s, are most at risk in the early weeks and months after they pass their driving test. 

The IAM has produced top tips to help parents encourage responsible driving in the crucial first few months – and to encourage safer, more responsible drivers.

‘Parental involvement’ is one of the sections in the IAM Motoring Trust report Younger Drivers, where and when they are unsafe.
The IAM recommends the following tips on how parents can help their new novice drivers:

· Use a professional instructor to teach them do drive whilst giving them extra practice 

· Teach by example: always use a seat belt and keep to the speed limit restrictions 

· Take them on routes they are likely to drive on regularly and talk to them about where the risks are 

· Help them to practice driving in various conditions, such as night time, in poor visibility and if possible on rural roads 

· Educate them on the potential risks (i.e. lack of concentration, showing off) and the distractions that can follow having their friends in the car for the first time 

· Help them to further develop their driving skills by proactively encouraging them to continue developing their driving by undertaking further training, such as an advanced driving course.
IAM’S TOP TIPS FOR DRIVING IN WINTER WEATHER
With blizzards and plunging temperatures forecast across the UK this weekend, the IAM has warned of the increased danger for road users. If the weather is bad, drive only if it is necessary. If the journey is necessary, drivers should ensure their car is properly prepared and they know how to cope with changing road conditions. IAM advice for motorists driving in bad winter weather conditions is:

· Take it slow and allow extra time for the journey, even if it is the usual work or school run. Other traffic on the road will be driving slower.

· In snow or ice, slow down and keep well back from the vehicle in front. When roads are slippery, it will take ten times longer to stop so drivers need to look a long way ahead and plan to move lanes as necessary

· Use low gears to help keep traction, especially on hills, and use gears to restrain speed on downhill sections to avoid the need to brake

· The road in front of vehicles clearing snow is likely to be worse than the road behind. Don’t pass these vehicles

· Check the windscreen washer is topped up with windscreen washer fluid for the appropriate outside temperature and that the wiper blades are clean. Drivers also need a clear view out of all windows not just the windscreen

· Turn on headlights to see and be seen. Bad weather causes poor visibility for all motorists

· Pack an emergency kit (such as warm outdoor clothes, a reflective jacket, a torch, and a fully charged mobile phone.)

Drivers should remember to be cautious at all times, check the weather forecast before heading off on their journey, and prepare for familiar, short journeys as well as long ones.

MOVE OVER FOR BIKERS

As motorcyclists and wanna-be bikers headed for the Motorcycle show at the NEC last week, the IAM reminded riders that the advantages of taking to two wheels include more predictable journey times. But commuters on two wheels have to cope with a host of hazards - not least, car drivers who for various reasons fail to see the motorcycle coming towards them. This problem is particularly acute at junctions. "Sorry mate I didn't see you" is for too many bikers the last words they hear before they are put in the ambulance. Don’t forget to check carefully at junctions when you are emerging.

There are other things that drivers can do to ease the passage of motorcycles, particularly in heavy congestion that, in turn, will mean a safer journey for everybody. If you are stuck in dense traffic, keep checking your mirrors for bikes. These days they nearly all have their headlight on to make them easier to see. If the biker is trying to "filter" - make their way through the traffic by riding slowly between stationary vehicles, or riding on the white line in the middle of the road - make a point of creating space for them if you can do so in safety.

By pulling over slightly, to one side or the other, you can make the difference between letting the biker past, or adding to the congestion. Remember to check all your mirrors first: you don't want to compromise the bicycle making its way along the nearside in order to allow passage to a biker. Never be tempted to vent your frustration with the traffic by getting in the way of a motorcycle on purpose. You won't go any faster and you are just contributing to a collision which of course will add to congestion rather than alleviate it.

Membership Renewal

Sorry everyone, it’s that time of year again!  Membership to Melksham Advanced Motorists is a separate membership to that of the IAM.  Membership renewals of Melksham Advanced Motorists take place on 1st January each year regardless of when your IAM membership is due - this is the date that you joined after passing your test, so if you passed your test and joined as a full member on 27th June 2008, your IAM membership will be due on 27th June 2009, but unfortunately, although you will have had 6 months free membership of Melksham Advanced Motorists, a fee is now payable for 2009.  For those of you who passed before 1st January 2008, the process is the same as last year!  If you have not yet passed and are still an associate with us, no fee is payable until 1st January of the year after you have passed, so 2nd January is a good day to pass as you will get a whole year’s free membership!

Enough of my rambling – if that doesn’t make sense, we’re basically asking for you to renew your membership!  The following forms are attached/enclosed and will need to be printed if you received them by email:

1. Membership Renewal Form

2. Gift Aid Form

3. Standing Order Instruction

If you would like to pay by standing order please complete the standing order instruction and send it to your bank.  The renewal form and the gift aid form should be returned to the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, at:

31 Redhill Close

Derry Hill

Calne

SN11 9NY

If you do not wish to renew your membership, please also let Mike know.  Your continued support is much appreciated.

That just leaves us to say, have a fantastic Christmas and New Year.  See you in 2009!  (Unless you’re coming to Skittles of course!)
. 
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or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chairman@m-a-m.org.uk" ��chairman@m-a-m.org.uk� 


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Mike Doggart: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Marie Green: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Nick Atkins: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Refresher Drives: When did you pass you test?  If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers?  This is not a pass or fail test: it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer, David Major.








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





December 11th	Skittles night, The White Hart in Atworth, 7:30pm (see below)





January 15th 		New Year Quiz!





February 19th 	TBC





If you have any ideas for meetings in 2009 please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green




















Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  








Skittles Night


Our annual skittles night is Thursday 11th December.


The White Hart, Bath Road, Atworth, Melksham, SN12 8JR.  7:30pm.  


Thank you to all those who have paid promptly.











Morgan Factory Tour


We are proposing a tour of the Morgan factory in their 2009 centenary year at Malvern Link in Worcestershire (Postcode: WR14 2LL).  Group tours begin at 10am and 2:30pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays for the credit-crunching price of just £5.00.  We will need to book at least two months in advance.  If you are interested in this tour there will be a sign-up sheet at our group meetings.  Alternatively please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green.  Please also visit Morgan’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk" \t "_blank" �www.morgan-motor.co.uk�.








IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION





Owing to members of the committee stepping down at the next AGM the group is now looking for a new:





Membership Secretary/Associates Co-ordinator


Events Co-ordinator





Both of these roles are vital in the running of the group – without them we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 21st May 2009
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