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The Wiltshire Way – Wiltshire County Council

At our October meeting we welcomed Paul, Helen and Ray from Wiltshire County Council Highways department and found out about the many factors involved in keeping Wiltshire’s roads clear in cold weather.

Government regulations have particular criteria that have to be met: at county level this excludes trunk roads e.g. A303/A36/M4. Together with adjacent counties, Wiltshire draws up a schedule of routes that need to be treated according to certain weather conditions. Wiltshire has eight depots where the vehicles are kept, which are situated across the county. The rock salt is obtained from Cheshire salt mines (see www.saltunion.com) and prepared for spreading. 

Engineers gather information from the Met Office via ‘Icelert’ stations across the county (you may have seen them, especially the one on the Semington bypass).  These stations then pass data to a secure website and the engineer will then determine if the gritters should go out, based on particular criteria. Depending on the severity of the weather the amount of salt is adjusted. All vehicles are fitted with trackers to log what has been done on a particular trip, including all spreading information, vehicle position and route, and vehicle speed at any given point.

The mechanism of actually spreading the salt was explained and we also had the chance to view the vehicle close-up and go on board.

Please never assume that a road has been salted – those of us at the meeting in October will know why!  Further information can be found in a leaflet produced each winter by Wiltshire County Council Highways Department.  This leaflet advises us of the routes taken and some practical advice for driving in adverse weather.  These will be available for you to take away at the November meeting.

[Ed: ‘Winter’ at Wiltshire County Council officially starts on 1 November each year, however, the first gritting occurred early this year due to the risk of ice in the early hours of Wednesday 29 October!  Many thanks to Marie for providing the report on our October meeting.  A short article can also be found in the Wiltshire Times dated Friday 7 November, p.53]

Wrong Turn???
Thanks to Pat for this picture – it just shows how the current climate can affect us, even on the roads
Swindon's speed camera removal plan 'is tokenism'

The move to withdraw funding from Wiltshire Safety Camera Partnership looks like misplaced "tokenism" and will have little effect on the number of people killed and seriously injured, says the IAM.

"Road safety impact is greatest at fixed camera sites, which are – or should be – at locations where speed related-crashes and casualties occur most frequently. That is where the greatest casualty reductions should be," said Neil Greig, IAM Research and Policy Director.

"This move by one local authority smacks of tokenism - and may fuel public cynicism that the priority is saving cash rather than saving lives. To describe revenue from safety cameras as a 'tax' is emotive, but not true.

"Properly placed fixed safety cameras are just one road safety tool not a substitute for active road policing or long term engineering improvements; they should be in addition to ‘cops in cars’, not scrapped," said Mr Greig.

[The Ed agrees with the move to scrap safety cameras in Swindon: if they are not helping to keep our roads safe, what is the point?  In fact, do ‘safety’ cameras actually make our roads more dangerous owing to people speeding up to them, suddenly braking to avoid a fine and then speeding up again?  Perhaps other methods of road safety are more appropriate?  It will be interesting to see if Swindon opts back into the partnership when the introduction of average speed check cameras comes into force in the next few years.  Email your thoughts on the matter to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk] 
Junctions - the young driver's blind spot?

Young male drivers cope better at busy junctions than young females, according to figures released this month by the IAM.

The most common accident for a young driver in an urban area is at a junction. 43 per cent of young men and 46 per cent of young women struggle to cope with busy intersections in towns and cities. The IAM is calling on parents, the education system and insurance industry to play their part in educating young motorists on the hazards of city driving.

Kevin Delaney, IAM Head of Road Safety said: “The majority of young drivers have the right attitude to driving but aren’t fully prepared for dealing with more complicated junctions, which they may not have come across in order to pass their driving test.”

Earlier this year the IAM report ‘Young drivers – where and when they are unsafe’ highlighted three areas in which young drivers could be helped by those with more experience. The report analysed almost a quarter of a million collisions over a seven year period.

Parents: encourage teenagers to undertake an advanced driver training programme, and accompany them on drives, both before and after they have passed their test, to give them experience of a wide variety of road layouts and junctions. Ideally this additional driving experience should be a condition for accessing the family car.

The education system: Integrate road safety education into core school curriculum subjects so young people develop a self-taught awareness of the risks and responsibilities of using the road as a driver, rider or passenger.
The insurance industry: Recognise the benefits of additional driving practice with a parent and set insurance premiums to encourage parents to allow their children practice in the family car.

"Joined up" action needed to cut road deaths says IAM

A hard-hitting report from the House of Commons Transport Select Committee (TSC) this month sets road safety aspirations that will demand strong integrated leadership from the Department for Transport (DfT) and the Home Office, says the IAM.

The IAM – the UK’s leading independent road safety charity – said that the TSC identifies the need to focus on the known high priority areas to produce real progress in road safety over the next two decades.

The report highlights areas on which the IAM has long campaigned. These include action on:

· deaths on rural roads 

· the appalling toll of death and injury among young male drivers

· better training for fleet drivers

· further driver, rider and cycle training.

Neil Greig, Director of IAM Policy and Research, said: "The Committee has been courageous in pointing out where the UK is failing on road safety. Sustaining success in reducing casualties requires ‘joined up’ action and consistent funding by key government departments. Critically, we must focus on where the biggest reductions in death and injury can be achieved by implementing improvements in infrastructure that deliver sustainable accident reductions."

“Planning to reduce deaths and injury requires a clear vision and reliable data. On both counts the Committee shows that much needs to be done to involve the general population in target setting and to highlight the complex human failings that lead to crashes.

“Simplistic solutions based on the assumption that speeding causes most crashes have skewed policy for years and may have led to an over reliance on safety cameras, and on penalties rather than deterrence. The proposed British Road Safety Survey, Road Safety Commission and road crash investigation body must help to harness the appropriate resources and focus effort where they will be most effective. Consistent enforcement and a long-term commitment to improve driving and motorcycling skills must underpin the government’s next road safety targets,” added Mr Greig.

Email error ends up on road sign


When officials asked for the Welsh translation of a road sign, they thought the reply was what they needed. 

Unfortunately, the e-mail response to Swansea council said in Welsh: "I am not in the office at the moment. Please send any work to be translated". 

So that was what went up under the English version which barred lorries from a road near a supermarket. 

The full story can be found at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7702913.stm 

You can’t argue with physics 
says IAM in seatbelt warning

The IAM welcomes the new hard hitting government advert aimed at raising awareness of exactly why we have seatbelts in all our cars. The scientific approach to the aftermath of a crash means no one can avoid asking themselves why they don’t take that few seconds required to protect themselves. 

Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research at the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) said: “When you wear a seatbelt you ‘switch on’ three decades of engineering research and allow your car to give you the full protection it was designed to deliver. It is probably the single most important safety feature in a modern car.”

Statistics show that young people are much more likely to be involved in crashes where no seatbelt was being worn. This leads to a terrible toll of unnecessary death, injury and lifelong dependence, adds Greig.

·Seat belt wearing rates are lower among young drivers than older drivers, lower among young male than female drivers, and lower at night than during the day

· 23 per cent of male drivers under 20 killed or seriously injured in a day-time crash were not wearing a seat-belt, compared with 26 per cent killed at night 

· 16 per cent of female drivers aged 17-25 killed in crashes in day-time were not wearing a seat-belt, as were 11 per cent of those killed at night.

Parking Prangs

Apparently, 700,000 of us shunt, scrape or crash into parked cars every year, leaving their innocent drivers with a combined repair bill of £1.25 billion!

The average repair cost is £1,800. Eighty percent of the incidents occur in the street, with the balance occurring in public car parks of one sort or another. If you value your paintwork, then take note that the top five worst UK cities for parked car incidents (PCIs) are: London, Glasgow, Birmingham, Manchester and Norwich.

It seems one in five of all road accidents involve a stationary vehicle. Factors contributing to the problem include: 

· Increased congestion on the streets 

· Competition for car parking spaces – 35 million motorists competing for an estimated 2.2 million spaces! 

· An increase in the average number of cars per household from 1.3 to 1.6 in the last 10 years 

· New inner city developments and the expansion of residential permit areas 

· The increase in size of modern cars

IAM Driving Tips

CHANGE YOUR DRIVING HABITS WITH THE CHANGE OF SEASON
As autumn brings a change in the colour of leaves, motorists also need to be aware of the hazards brought about by changing road conditions, says the IAM.

Fallen leaves tend to accumulate near roadside gutters and, when combined with heavier seasonal rainfall, can block roadside drains causing localised deep water and wet leaves on the road surface increase the danger of skidding for drivers and motorcyclists. Darker mornings and early evenings also mean that it is harder to spot surface water. If the road surface is black, pockets of water are less easy to see and can cause a sharp, unexpected jolt on the steering wheel when hit. 

The sun is also lower in the sky at sunrise and sunset at this time of year and motorists should be aware this can have a dangerous blinding effect, particularly around the time motorists are commuting to and from work. The colder temperatures of autumn can also to give rise to fog. Fog is a particular problem on fast-moving roads, such as motorways but severely reduced visibility brings danger for drivers on all roads – particularly junctions and roundabouts.

Use fog lights sparingly; switch them on only when visibility is below 100 metres. Leaving them on after fog has disappeared is an offence and a danger to other motorists. Fog can also cause moisture on the windscreen; use wipers to clear the exterior and keep the interior clean to help maintain visibility. Motorists should set lighting and windscreen controls in their vehicle before setting off to avoid distraction while travelling.

Sharp braking can also be even more dangerous when visibility is poor. Motorists should be prepared to slow down to enable them to stop within the distance they can see to be clear and give following drivers more time react.

TIME TO CHANGE YOUR ROAD BEHAVIOUR
Time was literally turned back this month as daylight savings came to an end along with the British summer. But, while many motorists may have relished the chance to sleep an hour longer, the IAM warns there are potential dangers that come with the changing of clocks and increased darkness. 

Motorists need to adapt their driving behaviour to accommodate for night driving conditions as the clocks change. Night falls an hour earlier, so the typical commute home from work or school will be in the dark. Night conditions make the road ahead more difficult to read and yield less information for a driver. Other road users, road signs and objects are harder to see and road conditions and edges become indistinct. Driving at night at this time of year will also be aggravated by seasonal driving hazards – rain and wind. 

As night draws, people also naturally want to slow down and are more likely to grow tired. One in five motorway crashes are fatigue related. It is also important to consider vehicle condition when driving in dark conditions. Windows (inside and out), mirrors and the lenses of lights and indicators should be kept clean regularly to give the best possible visibility. Lights must be correctly aligned and adjusted for the vehicle load – and bulbs must all work. Now is a good time to renew your windscreen wipers and top up the washer bottle with a good quality detergent. Leaving the lights on at work or the shops will drain a car battery very quickly. It’s easy to forget to switch off lights when leaving the vehicle, and an already depleted battery will be less forgiving. Check the battery is healthy or renew it now before being stranded on a wet and windy roadside.
MOTORISTS AND CYCLISTS: SHARE THE ROAD
With motoring costs ever increasing, there has been a tremendous growth in the number of cyclists.

Getting back on to a bike after ten years or so can be a nerve racking experience. The IAM offers these handy ‘Dos and Don’ts’ for anyone dusting off their old bike and also for motorists, who must share the road with the growing number of cyclists of all abilities.

Car drivers….
DO overtake with care, not too close and not too fast. Whizzing past cyclists within a foot of their handlebars may feel perfectly safe, but it doesn’t for the cyclist

DO leave cyclists enough ‘wobble room’ when passing them – cyclists may have to move out slightly to negotiate drains, potholes, smashed glass and other debris. They don’t want to be squeezed into the gutter

DO check the door mirror and the blind spot before opening the driver’s door after parking to avoid knocking down a cyclist

DON’T sound the horn when near them

DON’T cut up a cyclist passing on the nearside when turning left, and don’t overtake then turn left across their front wheel

DON’T drive into the ‘advanced stop area’ for cyclists at lights: it is against the Highway Code

Cyclists….
DO establish eye contact (in a non-aggressive way) with drivers emerging from junctions, particularly if they are turning right

DO position the bike to avoid being knocked off if a parked car door swings open

DO stop at red lights – this is a major irritation for drivers who see the law being flouted

DO undertake some cycle skill training, some employers offer this as a staff benefit

DON’T forget to check the bike lights, spare batteries and wear a good high visibility jacket/vest. See and be seen

DON’T abuse the zebra crossing. When riding along the nearside of the carriageway, do not swing onto the zebra to cross the road: drivers won’t be expecting that, and the risk of being hit is greater


Bladder Alert Lost in Translation

Speaking of cyclists… here’s another wrongly translated sign:

The "cyclists dismount" sign between Penarth and Cardiff literally reads "bladder inflammation upset"!!

Full story at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/south_east/4794753.stm 

HOW TO AVOID A FROSTY WELCOME
Weather conditions have recently turned frosty, leaving motorists searching for their ice scrapers. The IAM has issued a pre-winter checklist for drivers seeking to avoid a frosty welcome:

· Prepare the vehicle for winter early. In autumn have the anti freeze checked, replace damaged wiper blades, stock up on de-icer, add a frost inhibitor to the screen wash and buy a window scraper and two cloths: one to clear condensation and dirt from the inside windows and one to clean lights and exterior windows

· Check that the windscreen wipers are off when leaving the vehicle the night before to avoid damaging the wiper motor and blades when the engine is started the next day

· Use external temperature gauges, if the vehicle has them. An indicated temperature of 3°C means that extremely slippery conditions are possible

· Remember that ice on the windscreen could mean ice on the carriageway at some points, especially side roads

· Observe other road users reactions to conditions ahead as a pre-warning of what is to come

Stopping distances will increase in frosty or wet weather. Stay focused, look further ahead than usual and allow for the extra time needed to stop by increasing the gap ahead.

Where the road surface is likely to be slippery, stay in the highest gear possible to minimise the risk of wheel spin. Consider setting off in second gear, releasing the clutch and accelerating very gently.

If the vehicles front end begins to lose grip, a front wheel skid will begin. Reduce acceleration, consider disengaging the clutch and steer smoothly. If the vehicle goes into a rear wheel skid, lift off the accelerator, consider de-clutching and steer into the skid.

Always ensure windows, lights and mirrors are clear of dirt and ice before setting off. 


Traffic Jam!

Thanks again to Pat for this picture – it’s a miracle that the traffic actually stopped!

LEAVE IT OUT THIS AUTUMN

Leaves decorating the streets in an array of colour may be an autumn delight to some, but for many motorists they lead to frustrating breakdowns and expensive repairs. When autumn leaves start to fall they don't just disrupt trains - they can have a devastating effect on the electronics of many modern cars warns the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists).

Most modern cars have one or two chambers known as a plenum chamber at the back of the engine bay where the windscreen meets the bonnet and the heating system draws in air. These chambers have a drain-hole so water can run off the windscreen into the chamber and then into a tube which carries water safely to the ground. At this time of year it's quite common for leaves to accumulate in the chambers, blocking the drains and causing them to fill with water when it rains. The water then leaks into areas that should be protected from the elements, such as the computers which control the engine, braking systems and other expensive electronic equipment. Trapped water can also make the windows constantly mist up, impairing visibility and reducing safety.

So the next time the bonnet is up, perhaps when checking the oil or topping up the windscreen washer, have a look at these chambers and clear out the leaves and any accumulated grime.

Autumn can also take its toll on car batteries as the first frost settles, but some basic maintenance can help to prolong battery life. 

The top of a battery must be clean and dry, the terminals must be tight and free from corrosion and the battery itself must be mounted securely in its tray. Modern batteries need be kept fully charged by the car's alternator. A loud screeching for the first few seconds after the engine starts, is a sure sign that the drive belt needs tightening and if this is left, a flat battery will inevitably follow, probably accompanied by a broken belt later in the year. And, if a battery is more than three years old, it is worth having it checked now to save many a frustrating start to an autumn morning.

This disabled bay(s) was seen by Pat outside the Angus Hotel in Blairgowrie, Perthshire: how are you supposed to park here??  You’d need an extremely small car!
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Refresher Drives: When did you pass you test?  If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers?  This is not a pass or fail test: it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer, David Major.








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





November 20th 	Andy Graves: ‘What happened to British manufacturing and how are we going to make a living in the future?’





December 11th	Skittles night, The White Hart in Atworth, 7:30pm (see below)





If you have any ideas for meetings in 2009 please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green




















Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  








Skittles Night


Our annual skittles night is Thursday 11th December.


Please note that this is the second Thursday of the month, not the third.


The White Hart in Atworth, near Melksham.  7:30pm.  £5.00 per head to cover food: choose from chicken, sausage or scampi, served with chips.  Guests welcome.  Come to the next group meeting to book a place, or contact Marie. 


 Payment (cash/cheque) to be made at the next meeting please (20th Nov)  If you cannot make the next meeting, please post a cheque to 


Graham Bennett, 38 Osmund Road, Devizes, SN10 3GD 


to arrive no later than Friday 5th December.  


Cheques to be made payable to ‘Melksham Advanced Motorists’











CONGRATULATIONS


to Mark Ellis


on passing his Senior Observer Test
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