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PARENTS - PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR THE NEW JOURNEY TO SCHOOL

Around 600,000 children will have switched from primary to secondary schools this September – but the challenge facing parents should be more than fitting kids for new shoes, but kitting them out for the new journey between home and school, says the IAM.

Around 3000 children will be killed or seriously injured on the road this year, and a change of school is a major danger point for older age groups between ages 11 and 15. In spite of high-profile reporting of violence among children, those aged between five and 14 are five times more likely to die in a road accident than be killed by criminal assault.

“Many children switching to junior or secondary schools will have begged parents to let them start the new term walking or cycling on their own,” says Neil Greig, director of the IAM Motoring Trust. “Those starting sixth-form colleges may now be using mopeds, motorcycles or cars. 

“The change of journey, the new friends and different after-school clubs all put the lives of children at risk. “Parents can help children by using the last few days of the summer break to practise the route to school together, without the distraction of friends. Help the child identify dangers along the new route and pick safe crossing points now, and they will be better equipped when term begins.”

To help parents educate their children and establish safer road drill before the start of term the IAM Motoring Trust has published a safety guide which highlights dangers specific to different age groups and advice on how to address them. The guide can be downloaded free from www.iamtrustchildsafety.org.uk
IAM SUPPORTS GARAGES LAST CHANCE TO GIVE MOTORISTS EFFECTIVE CONSUMER PROTECTION

The IAM has thrown its support behind a ‘good garage scheme’, the latest in a long line of industry initiatives to protect the consumer from rip-off garages. But it has warned that this must be the garage trade’s final chance to get its act together. For many years, consumer organisations and government reports have highlighted garages that prey on motorists’ limited mechanical knowledge and inadequate consumer protection laws that cost motorists millions of pounds a year.

Previous voluntary schemes from the industry and ratings from motoring organisations, have failed to protect the consumer from determined rogue traders. While many in the garage trade work hard to improve quality and image, there remains a substantial minority that continues to get away with shoddy work, overcharging and plain incompetence. The IAM has criticised previous schemes because they have lacked the solid backing of the motor trade, the "teeth" to make sure consumers get a good deal, and a guarantee of easy redress. 

The Motor Industry Service and Repair Code of Practice is the first scheme to contain robust measures for quality control and enforcement of new industry standards. In a crucial difference to previous schemes, an independent panel will regularly review the results of the new scheme to ensure standards are improving. Tim Shallcross, IAM Head of Technical Policy and Advice said: “The IAM will sit on the independent assessment panel and we will be working at the heart of the scheme to protect consumer's interests and make sure it genuinely delivers the quality, honesty and value that motorists deserve. But, if the motor trade fails to deliver on its promises, the government must fast-track legislation to enforce statutory measures to solve the problems, once and for all."

SAFETY EXPERTS RAGE AT OUR ROADS

According to the latest annual safety survey conducted by respected charity EuroRAP, a quarter of Britain’s motorways and nearly a third of our A-roads are unsafe.

The study found that the worst roads were in the North and the Midlands and the most dangerous of all was considered to be an eight mile section of the A537 between Macclesfield and Buxton. Apparently this stretch of single carriageway has been the scene of 43 fatal or serious collisions since 2001, three quarters of which involved motorcyclists in some way.

EuroRAP calculates the safety of a road using a formula to compare the number of serious and fatal accidents with the number of miles driven on it. It expects motorways to be classified as low risk, with fewer than 15 such accidents per billion kilometres driven. Sadly, it seems 24 per cent of our motorway network currently falls below this standard. Likewise, 30 per cent of our A roads do not meet the required level of less than 62 serious or fatal accidents per billion kilometres.

Actions being taken to improve the situation include:

· Erecting more barriers to prevent cars ploughing off the road 

· Building more overtaking lanes to prevent head on crashes 

· Further investing in maintenance and general improvements 

· Working with the emergency services road and safety bodies such as the IAM to develop education material that encourages responsible driver behaviour

To help ensure the Government commits to the level of national safe road design programme required, the 'Campaign for Safe Road Design' was launched at the House of Lords on July 8. Supported by the IAM and all other major road user organisations and professional institutions, it highlights how safe road design alone could achieve annual savings of 10,000 deaths and serious injuries as well as £6bn (circa 0.5% of GDP) in less than a decade. Further details are available at www.saferoaddesign.com. 

LASER TREAD MEASURER TO SAVE LIVES

The tyre equivalent of the safety camera is destined to be a new laser tread depth measuring system that can check the tread depths of vehicles on the move.

The brainchild of German company ProContour, the system works on the principle of laser triangulation and has already gained the interest of the German police force as well as two well-known tyre manufacturers.

Tyres can be very expensive items and motorists are understandably reluctant to replace them until they have no choice – in some cases this means when they are given no option! As surveys have shown that a worrying percentage of the UK car parc is running on dangerously worn tyres, such a device could well become a major new contribution to road safety.

VED SET TO INCREASE FOR 13 MILLION DRIVERS

The Government has been in an impossible situation. It needs to achieve a reduction in C02 emission levels across the board, but most of we car drivers have long since reserved the right to drive whatever car we could afford – if it pumped lots of C02 into the atmosphere, so be it. So, the chancellor devised a draconian new VED tariff, specifically to force people into lower emission vehicles.

Ironically its announcement pretty much coincided with a dramatic rise in mortgages, food prices and fuel for the car and home, plus a major fall in the value of our houses. Mamma mia! If that combination wasn’t enough to get people working out the cost of running their car to the nearest penny, then nothing would.

So, all of sudden everybody wants to trade in their gas-guzzler for something more economical at the pumps. Fine, but make sure you take just as much note of the C02 emission figure as the consumption ones, as VED is already calculated around it and even if the proposed tariff is either delayed or modified, it would be a very brave man who ignores its message completely. 

You’ll find the full table on numerous automotive web sites but, broadly speaking, it comprises 13 bands and applies to cars first registered on or after March 1, 2001. Band A is for cars emitting up to 100 g/km of C02 and is totally free of tax – buy yourself a VW Polo Bluemotion 1.4 Tdi and you’ll be laughing all the way to the bank. Band H is for cars emitting 161-170 g/km – for these, VED will rise to £175 next year and £180 in 2010. In addition, buying a new car in this bracket in 2010 (say a Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec) will also attract a new showroom tax of £250.

Now for the big one! Band M covers anything emitting in excess of 255 g/km. Next year their VED will be £440; the year after it will be £455. If you buy a new, say, Range Rover Sport 3.6 TDV8 in 2010, it will also attract a new showroom tax of £950. Are you turning green yet?!

HIGH PRICES FUEL THEFT OF DIESEL AND PETROL

Fuel thefts are reputedly up 75 per cent in some areas since the dramatic rise in the cost of forecourt diesel and petrol began some months ago. With most filler caps now locked once a vehicle itself is secured, desperate thieves are apparently puncturing tanks to get at the fuel, not only robbing people of their expensively purchased petrol or diesel, but leaving them with a costly repair bill on top.
Also on the increase is the theft of ‘red’ diesel from farmyard pumps. Some stocks are stolen by individuals seeking fuel for their own use, though of more concern are the gangs who take large volumes in order to sell the diesel on to unscrupulous hauliers – red diesel cannot legally be used in ordinary road vehicles.

It is difficult to specifically protect a private car from fuel theft. The obvious precautions are:

· Invest in a locking filler cap if one doesn’t already exist 

· Park the car in a garage if possible 

· If you have to park in the street, try and choose a well lit area 

· Consider keeping the tank around half full rather than full, leaving less to be stolen – this will also make the car lighter and therefore more economical

ROAD CASUALTIES ON THE DECLINE

In 2000, the Government announced a new road safety strategy that called for a significant decrease in casualties by 2010, the key elements of which were:

· A 40 per cent reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured in road accidents compared with the average for 1994-98 
· A 50 per cent reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured 

· A 10 per cent reduction in the slight casualty rate, expressed as the number of people slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres

According to figures recently released, in 2007 (seven tenths of the way through the programme):

· The number of people killed or seriously injured was 36 per cent below the 1994-98 average 

· The number of children killed or seriously injured was 55 per cent below the 1994-98 average 

· Provisional estimates show the slight casualty rate was 30 per cent below the 1994-98 average

· There were 2,943 people killed in road accidents in 2007 – a 4 per cent reduction from 2006

Though one death or injury is one too many, everybody involved in helping to achieve these reductions is to be congratulated. There is a long way to go, but it is good to know we are moving in the right direction.

HAVE YOU BEEN AWAY THIS SUMMER?

DID YOU DRIVE?

HAVE YOU HAD A HAIR-RAISING EXPERIENCE?

Whether it was abroad or in the UK, tell us about your 

driving experiences this summer by emailing the editor.

YOU could be in the next edition of Mini-Roundabout!
ELECTRIC, HYBRID, HYDROGEN – WHERE DOES THE FUTURE LIE?

The first electric vehicle was built in 1839. The first of what we now call hybrid cars was arguably developed by none other than Ferdinand Porsche in the late 1800s, while the General Motors Electrovan of 1966 is considered by many to be the first example of a vehicle powered by a hydrogen fuel cell. Considering all that, one could say it has taken us a long time to find viable alternatives to cars powered solely by the ubiquitous internal combustion engine!

Needs must, however, and rapidly increasing concern for the planet coupled with the growing cost and availability of fossil fuels means many of the world’s top engineers and scientists are now focused on developing and producing low or zero emission, ultra economical cars at a price people can afford.

What will the end result be? Well, you can rest assured that we won’t see the end of the internal combustion engine for a long time to come. Most commentators see hybrids as a short-term development, with the future lying with electric motors or hydrogen fuel cells. The smart money is increasingly on the former, as battery technology (for so long the Achilles Heel of the electric car), and its alternatives, are progressing in leaps and bounds.

So what to buy now? While billions of pounds are being invested in the research and development of electric and hydrogen powered cars, petrol and diesel engines are still being radically improved. For example, the Seat Ibiza 1.4 TDI Ecomotion and related Volkswagen Polo 1.4 TDI Bluemotion both fall into the new VED band A, which will attract zero road tax, while there is considerable choice in band B, which will only attract a charge of between £15 and £35, depending on what fuel is being used.

The very recent London Motor Show was positively bristling with electric and hybrid cars that are either on sale now or will be soon – some of which like the Tesla roundly dispel the idea that alternative fuel vehicles have to be slow and ugly. The future of the car is currently unclear, but set to be very exciting!


IAM Driving Tips

BEWARE THE HARD SHOULDER BREAKDOWN
The last bank holiday before Christmas sees many motorists make long motorway journeys and sadly, some of these journeys will be interrupted by a breakdown. And a motorist’s troubles don’t end once the car is on the hard shoulder; it is an extremely hazardous place on which up to 20 people are killed each year. But the IAM says that understanding the risks at the roadside and knowing what to do will keep you and your passengers safe.

Remember that it is illegal to stop on a hard shoulder, except in an emergency. At the first sign of trouble with your vehicle, slow down gradually, pull over to the far-left side of the hard shoulder, put your hazard warning lights on and turn your steered wheels to the left. If possible, try to stop where other traffic has a clear view of your car – avoid bends or the brow of a hill. Put on a high-visibility jacket to increase the chances of other motorists seeing you and move any passengers away from the vehicle via the left-hand side. Behind the motorway barrier and to the rear of the vehicle is the safest position to avoid any flying debris if passing traffic strikes your vehicle. Pets and children must also be kept under control. Attempting to use a reflective triangle will put you at even greater risk and is not advised.

It is not safe to carry out repairs on the hard shoulder. Call for breakdown assistance on your mobile phone or, more preferably, from one of the emergency phones positioned at half-a-mile intervals along the motorway which can help the motorway Control Centre locate your exact location. Look for arrows on small marker posts indicating the direction of the nearest phone
Wait well away from the motorway and hard shoulder for help to arrive. If you are alone and feel in any way threatened, return to the vehicle and wait in the front passenger seat if you are travelling in a car, with the doors locked and the seatbelt on. The moment you feel safe get back behind the barrier. On rejoining the motorway, use the hard shoulder as an acceleration lane, to match your speed to the flow of traffic and then merge with the traffic in the left-hand lane.

THE TRUE MEANING OF GREEN
Next time you are approaching a junction with traffic lights, ask yourself what a green light means. If your answer is ‘go’, you are only half right! For full marks, you need to remind yourself that a green light at the junction does mean go, but only if it is safe to do so. You also need to ask how long it has been green. The longer it has been green, the sooner it will change to amber. Amber doesn’t mean ‘speed up to get through the lights before they change’. It means stop. And after amber, the lights always go red.

These days, especially with congestion, more drivers are prepared to risk an amber light (known as ‘amber gamblers’), or even a red light to get through a junction. That in turn means that we need to use an extra defensive driving technique. Even though the lights are ‘with you’, always glance both ways as you approach the junction, to satisfy yourself that you can get across safely. By taking a moment to look both ways, even when the light is green, you might be able to spot somebody who is prepared to risk their safety – and yours – by ignoring the traffic signals. And even if the light is green in your favour, keep using your rear mirror. It may be that somebody is following you too closely, in which case, by spotting the that the green light is about to turn amber in good time, you can slow down early, brake more gently and reduce the chances of a collision from behind. All traffic lights are set according to the speed zones in which they are placed. If you are doing the correct speed limit, you will have adequate time to stop at an amber light.

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE UNFAMILIAR
The new 58 licence plate was released this month and you might be thinking about upgrading your car - or you may have already made that purchase. Driving an unfamiliar car can be daunting; so here are some tips from the IAM to help you get to know your new wheels before you hit the road.

Even on a new car, the manufacturer expects the driver to carry out some basic regular checks, so it’s worth having a look at oil, coolant, windscreen washer and other fluid levels while you’re at the dealer- if you can’t see where they are located , ask before you drive away. Walk around the car to confirm where your fuel cap is and check your lights are all working.

Read your driver manual! This is where you’ll find lots of important information, such as what fuel to use, what your tyre pressures should be, how to program your sat nav, trip computer or in car entertainment, where all the switches are located, what the various warning lights and symbols mean and what to do if they stay on or light up as you are driving. Set your driving position so you are comfortable, can reach all the major controls and you have full view of the road. The IAM recommends you sit with your spine against the back of the seat, hold the wheel at ten-to-two or quarter-to-three and, if you can, adjust the rake of the wheel so your arms are slightly bent and you have full control. Adjust the seat until you can reach the pedals with your legs still slightly bent, adjust the mirrors and, finally, align your head restraint with the top of your head.

Driving without tax and insurance is an offence – no matter how long you have owned the car. Ensure you are fully insured and have all the documentation in order before you drive off the forecourt. This will not only ensure you don’t end up being prosecuted but also your new car will be protected from damage or theft. If you are lucky enough to be able to buy a car with a 58 licence plate this September, remember, a few moments familiarising yourself with your vehicle can keep you and your shiny new car safe.
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NOTICE BOARD





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events e.g. Skid Pan course, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Refresher Drives: When did you pass you test?  If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers?  This is not a pass or fail test: it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer, David Major.








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





September 18th	Informal evening giving you a chance discuss motoring matters with other members of the group over a cup of tea!





October 16th		Wiltshire County Council Highways Department on winter maintenance





November 20th 	Presentation by Andy Graves based on aerodynamics and cars





December 11th?	Skittles night.  Date and venue TBC – more info coming soon

















Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  








Skittles Night





The provisional date for our annual skittles night is Thursday 11th December.


Please note that this is the second Thursday of the month, not the third.


Venue and time TBC.  More details to follow soon.
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